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Preface

T he compass-needle points to the north. In 1747, the astronomer Anders Cel-
sius of Uppsala University and his assistant Olof Hiorter showed the connec-
tion between the variations in the position of the compass-needle and the Aurora
Borealis. Their findings were published in the Proceedings of the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences; an academy founded by Linnaeus and others only a few years
earlier. Celsius” and Hiorter’s discovery is one of the earliest examples of Swedish
science reaching out and influencing the international scientific community. An
earlier example is the young Linnaeus’s renowned journey in the north of Sweden
in 1732; a journey which brought him laurels when he toured the continent in his
Lapland dress in the 1730s.

Tore Frangsmyr—to whom this volume is dedicated on the occasion of his 70th
birthday on July 8, 2008—has like Celsius and Linnaeus worked with both Uppsala
University and the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences as his institutional base. Like
Celsius and Linneaus in their days, he, too, has been instrumental in reaching out.

Tore Frangsmyr was appointed to a personal Chair in the History of Science in
1982 by the Swedish Research Council for the Humanities and Social Sciences
(HSFR); a chair which was made permanent at Uppsala University in 1984. Since
then, the development of the history of science and ideas in Sweden has benefited
from the prolific and generous contributions by Tore. His impressive scholarly
production has been coupled by his extraordinary successful attempt to renew and
expand its institutional setting. The Office for History of Science at Uppsala Uni-
versity and the Center for History of Science at the Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences in Stockholm testify to the enduring significance of Tore’s effort.! In his
scholarly work he has focused on the sciences in 18th-century Enlightenment (to the

Tore Fringsmyr, Avdelningen for vetenskapshistoria 1982-2002, Salvia Smaskrifter No. 3 (Uppsala:
Avdelningen for vetenskapshistoria, 2003); idem, Vetenskapshistoria under 25 dr 1982-2007, Salvia
Smaskrifter No. 9 (Uppsala: Avdelningen for vetenskapshistoria, 2007). Cf. “Leaving His Chair after
Twenty-five Years,” Uppsala Newsletter History of Science, No. 37 (Spring 2006), pp. 1-2.



vi Preface

extent that he admits that such a thing ever existed). In 2000, Tore published his
magnum opus, a two-volume work on Swedish history of science, ideas and learn-
ing, Svensk idéhistoria: Bildning och vetenskap under tusen dr.

In the early 2000s, with an impressive scholarly career which few could match
to his credit—and when a younger generation already had begun to go about tattling
about his possible successor—Tore surprised them all. In 2002, he was appointed
to a new chair: the Hans Rausing Chair in History of Science, a new personal chair
at Uppsala University donated by the historian of science Dr. Lisbet Rausing in
honor of her father. Tore’s scholarly output has continued to grow since then, e.g.
in 2006 he published his remarkable book on the Peking man, Pekingmdnniskan:
En historia utan slut.

The compass-needle points to the north when it comes to Tore’s background
in Visterbotten, a mythical province in Ultima Thule described by him in almost
Rudbeckian terms. Many times have we heard him say of any well-known Swede
“You know, it’s very interesting. He [or she] comes from the same village as I do.”
To our minds, this village must have been a huge metropolis, the size of a major
capital. Yes, it seems as if the higher echelons of Swedish academic, cultural, ec-
clestical, business and political life are saturated with childhood friends, neigh-
bours and third cousins of Tore from this modest little hamlet in Viasterbotten.

Tore loves, tongue in cheek, to exagerate the harsh conditions of his northern
background under the bleak Pole Star. Of this there is little when on December 10
each year he hands the Nobel medals and diplomas to the King during the Nobel
Prize Award Ceremony; his Linnaeus medal jingling against the other medals on
the chest of his formal attire; its lapels being embroidered with the Pole Star of the
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences.

The contributions to the history of science and ideas from antiquity to the pre-
sent day published in this volume are offered as a tribute to an exceptional career,
and as a gift to Tore Frangsmyr from his many friends in the international scholarly
community of the history of science and ideas. The compass-needle does indeed
point to the north, influenced as it is by Aurora Torealis.

Firenze, Uppsala, and Stockholm
Marco Beretta, Karl Grandin, and Svante Lindqvist



