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Preface and
Acknowledgments

Ideas migrate across time and space, sometimes in conjunction with the
migration of people and sometimes independently of it. The migration of

ideas from one context to another is a central aspect of communication among
scholars and scientists. It is one of the most important features of cultural,
intellectual and scientific history. It is also an important feature in the history
of institutions, organizations and technology.

This volume considers the migration of ideas in conjunction with the
migration of scientists and scholars, and examines the critical role of political
upheavals and major wars in that connection. The volume is the product of an
international meeting of minds centered upon co-operation between the Uni-
versity of Bologna and the University of Cambridge. In the early years of the
new millennium, contacts between interdisciplinary centers at the two univer-
sities (the “Federigo Enriques” Center for Epistemology and History of Science
and the Institute of Advanced Study at the University of Bologna; the Centre for
Research in the Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities at the University of Cam-
bridge) set up a joint intellectual effort aiming at discussing issues of common
interest such as: (i) the appearance of similar beliefs, theories, customs or ma-
terial artefacts at different times and places; (ii) the seeming diffusion of ideas
(either in their pure or disembodied form, or as ideas materially embodied in
artefacts); (iii) the central role of context in determining which features of sim-
ilarity are kept , and which features are lost in the course of migration; (iv) the
puzzling persistence of certain prototypes as ideas get “activated” in different
contexts.

The collaboration between the University of Bologna and the University of
Cambridge has led over the years to mutual visits of scholars and to the joint
arrangement of interdisciplinary colloquia. In the spring of 2004, Ludmilla
Jordanova and Rosamond McKitterick convened for the Centre for Research in
the Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities (CRASSH) at the University of Cam-
bridge a first colloquium on the migration of ideas aimed at a wide-ranging
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assessment of questions to be asked and frames of reference to be used. As it
turned out, much attention was given to the analysis of the material support
of ideas (be it a manuscript, a painting, a music score) and to the influence of
means of communication in the transmission of content (meaning) from one
context to another. The questions raised at the Cambridge colloquium were
at the center of a second colloquium, which Roberto Scazzieri and Raffaella
Simili convened at the University of Bologna in September 2004. This meeting
was specifically devoted to the migration of ideas within scholarly and scientific
networks. It addressed issues ranging from scholarly communication in early
modern Europe to intellectual networks after World War II. One of its central
themes was the role of changing context in the transformation of ideas across
space and time.

This volume takes up issues discussed at the two colloquia, and particularly
at the Bologna workshop. Its principal aim is to show the migration of ideas “at
work” by concentrating upon the central role of scholarly and scientific net-
works both as a means of circulation of theories, beliefs, political agendas, and
as a means of circulation of people between countries (or even between politi-
cal and disciplinary boundaries). The volume is organized as follows. Part I
(“Cosmopolitanism and Intellectual Networks”) addresses issues associated
with the institutional set-up of the republic of letters, in its multi-faceted char-
acter from eighteenth century cosmopolitanism to twenty-first century global
connections. Part II (“Changing Minds”) considers the general theme of a
change in context as a situational challenge influencing the way in which sys-
tems of concepts (such as scientific theories) or patterns of interpersonal rela-
tionships (such as social arrangements and institutional set ups) are actually
interpreted or implemented under different circumstances. Part III (“Wars and
New Places”) concentrates on the personal displacement of scholars and scien-
tists and its influence on favoring the migration of certain features rather than
others across space and time. The volume has been conceived as a forum for the
discussion of central themes in the migration of ideas. Its principal purpose is
to highlight the multiple routes that the migration of ideas may take, and the
manifold dimensions of what is, or is not, actually transferred from one context
to another. As noted above, the volume is a product of international scholarly
co-operation, and its contributions reflect an extensive background of discus-
sion across different disciplines and academic environments. The Afterword
contributed by the two editors has been conceived as a means to convey (albeit
imperfectly) the general texture of intellectual exchanges that have made this
volume possible.

The Bologna workshop was organized within the framework of the inter-
disciplinary research project “A multi-faceted world. Ideas, images, protago-
nists for cosmopolitan knowledge.” The project was sponsored by the Italian
Ministry of the University and carried out through cooperation between the
University of Bologna, the Centre for Research in the Arts, Social Sciences and
Humanities (CRASSH) at the University of Cambridge, the Cité des Sciences et
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de l’Industrie, La Villette, Paris, the Institute and Museum for the History of
Science, Florence, the Institute Vienna Circle, Vienna, the University of Pisa,
the Research Centre for Islamic History, Art and Culture, Istanbul, the Zen-
trum fur Philosophie und Wissenschafttheorie at the University of Kostanz.

We are indebted to all the colleagues and friends who have discussed this
project with us since its inception. In particular, we are grateful to Ian Donald-
son, first Director of CRASSH, for having enthusiastically supported the Mi-
gration of Ideas project. We are also grateful to Ludmilla Jordanova, John
Morrill, David Feldman and Rosamond McKitterick for their commitment to
involve the Centre for Research in the Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities
(CRASSH) of the University of Cambridge in co-operation with sister institu-
tions at the University of Bologna. We are also indebted to Alessandro Freddi
and Carlo Poni, of the Institute of Advanced Study at Bologna, for their support
to the Migration of Ideas Focus Group at their institution, and to Maria Carla
Galavotti for her contribution to the planning and realization of the above
Focus Group. Pietro Corsi, Robert Friedman, Harald Hagemann, John Morrill,
William O’Reilly, Carlo Poni and Birke-Siri Scherf contributed to workshop in-
teraction and discussions that have helped with the conception and realization
of this volume.

Ekhard Salje, as President of Clare Hall, was an ideal host during the initial
and concluding stages of this project. We are indebted to Victor Palchetti-Beard
who translated and revised the English of chapters one, seven, and eleven.
Finally, we would like to express our gratitude to Roy MacLeod for having at an
early stage suggested and encouraged the co-operation on this venture between
the University of Bologna and the University of Cambridge, and to William R.
Shea for his support and advice in the preparation of this volume.

Roberto Scazzieri and Raffaella Simili
Bologna and Cambridge
June 2008

Preface and Acknowledgments ix

ch00_fm_5070  8/22/08  8:39 AM  Page ix



ch00_fm_5070  8/22/08  8:39 AM  Page x


