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January–March 1854
Samuel Foster Haven proposes memoir on archaeology—Rufus Choate
urges “hearty, bonafide, unfudged execution” of funding compromise
(Doc. 3)—Remarks on the organization of a local scientific society—-
Petition to Congress to add $150,000 to Smithsonian funds in United
States Treasury—Crisis at the Smithsonian: “a violent effort is making to
disgust me with my position” (Doc. 15)—On Spencer F. Baird and
Charles C. Jewett: “I am determined that my assistants shall know their
places” (Doc. 16)—To Asa Gray: “I fully agree with you that the Regents
must put down the assumptions of the assistants or I must leave” (Doc.
17)—On Jewett: “his views and my own have constantly been at vari-
ance” (Doc. 18).

April–June 1854
To Richard Rush: “The Institution has now reached a crisis in its history”
(Doc. 22)—Baird on the crisis: “Prof. Jewett and Prof. Henry are in
a condition of apparently irreconcileable warfare” (Doc. 25)—Policy
on government collections—John Torrey’s warning to Baird: “let Mr.
Jewett fight his own battle” (Doc. 30)—Baird on his relationship with
Henry—Report of the Special Committee of the Board of Regents (Doc.
32)—Attack by Jewett on mayor of Washington—To the editor of the
Newark Daily Advertiser: “Put this matter right” (Doc. 42)—To John
Maclean of Princeton: “I am just now in a very unsettled condition”
(Doc. 48)—Offer to “cheerfully take the scientific direction” of the
preservation and description of government collections (Doc. 49).

July–September 1854
To Rush: “The future history of the Institution depends on the action of
the Board at the next meeting” (Doc. 50)—Dismissal of Jewett—Samuel
F. B. Morse claims telegraph owes “little, if anything” to Henry’s work
(Doc. 56)—To Alexander Dallas Bache: “The Jewett party have renewed
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their vow to break me down” (Doc. 58)—Jewett’s appeal to regents—
Advice to the secretary of state on American participation in interna-
tional exhibitions.

October–December 1854
Remarks on international copyright; anticipates “violent attack” at next
session of Congress (Doc. 68)—Dismissal of Lorin Blodget—To Joseph
Leidy: “I feel that the place requires me more than I want the place”
(Doc. 77)—Complaint from meteorological observer: “Pure love for sci-
ence is not always sufficient to keep a man at his post” (Doc. 80)—James
Henry Coffin on plan for reduction of meteorological data—“A desper-
ate effort is making to prejudice the members of Congress against me”
(Doc. 86)—On spiritualism: “What a strange condition of the public
mind is this” (Doc. 87)—Description of table tipping—Meeting of
Saturday Club—First use of new lecture room—Address to American
Association for the Advancement of Education.

January–March 1855
Choate resigns in protest from Board of Regents—To James Dwight
Dana: “I would rather sink with the good opinion of the few than swim
with the approbation of the rabble” (Doc. 103)—Board acts in support
of Henry—Journal of the House Select Committee (Doc. 105)—To
Millard Fillmore: “If I cannot be sustained by the majority of the Regents
the sooner the property is returned to england the better” (Doc. 106)—
To Thomas M. Brewer: “The opposition are becoming desperate” (Doc.
107)—Statement on Lorin Blodget (Doc. 112)—Jewett appeals to
George Perkins Marsh—Marsh on the compromise of January 1847—
Coffin on reduction of meteorological data—To John F. Frazer on
resolution of House investigation—To the regents: “A violent attempt
will be made to injure me personally” (Doc. 121)—Chief Justice Taney
advises Henry against suing Morse for libel—On credit for scientific
discovery.

April–June 1855
On House Select Committee: “The record is faulty in the extreme”
(Doc. 130)—Harriet Henry’s illness—The Smithsonian as scientific
advisor to government agencies.

July–September 1855
Proposal to Patent Office to cooperate in meteorology—Argument for
federal funding of research on propeller blades—Comments on impor-
tance of mall unobstructed by buildings or monuments—Experiments
on diamagnetism—Bulletin to Bache: Know-Nothings take aim at Coast
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Survey; upcoming meeting of the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science—Experiments on freezing—Warm reception at AAAS
meeting in Providence: “My appearance at Providence did much to dis-
sipate the prejudice which Mr. Jewett had succeeded in creating against
me” (Doc. 159)—To Bache: “I have been much gratified with my recep-
tion at the north” (Doc. 162).

October–December 1855
To James Hall: “I am anxious to vindicate my moral character from the
charges against me by Professor Morse” (Doc. 164)—Complaint to
Frazer on critical review of Smithsonian publication—Advice to Haven
to use caution in addressing the “vexed question of the unity of the
races” (Doc. 169).

January–March 1856
Condolences to Torrey on the death of his wife and anguished reflec-
tions on the Smithsonian secretaryship: “The position has been a severe
school” (Doc. 173)—Remarks on the National Institute—“Co-operation
and not monopoly is the guiding motto of the Institution” (Doc. 175)—
Hall’s recollections of Henry’s early telegraph—To Maclean on the
importance of a scientific department at Princeton—Initial agreements
concerning Joseph Jones’s memoir for Smithsonian Contributions to
Knowledge—Charles Mason’s statement on the telegraph controversy.

April–June 1856
To Haven advising caution on polygenesis—Angry letter from the sur-
geon general: “I am not accountable to you” (Doc. 195)—Leonard D.
Gale’s statement on Henry’s contributions to Morse’s telegraph—Con-
tinuing problems with Jones’s memoir—Surgeon general complains of
Henry’s “offensive and dictatorial language” (Doc. 204)—Comments on
war: “I would that it were possible to convert the officers of all the armies
of the earth into scientific investigators” (Doc. 206)—Suggestions
for evaluating telescope made by Charles A. Spencer for Hamilton
College—To Minnesota Historical Society on the importance of pre-
serving records of the past and present—On agricultural initiatives pro-
posed for the Patent Office—Final arrangements for Jones’s memoir.

July–September 1856
Career advice to a discouraged Charles M. Wetherill: “There is certainly
a growing demand for practical chemistry in this country” (Doc. 214)—
Recommendations by the Scientific Council of the Dudley Observatory
for operating the observatory—Scientific Council appeal for operating
endowment—“Work, Work work”: preparing the annual report for 1855
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(Doc. 220)—Criticism of Matthew Fontaine Maury’s “absurd ideas”
(Doc. 221)—“Flair up” over smells in the fish room (Doc. 224)—Com-
plaints of a volunteer meteorological observer, “thoroughly disgusted
with the dilatoriness of the S.I.” (Doc. 225)—Light-House Board tour:
construction of Minot’s Ledge light house.

October–December 1856
More complaints from meteorological observers: “I thought the treat-
ment unfair” (Doc. 228)—Defense of Smithsonian meteorological
program—Setting the groundwork for progress in meteorology—Fund-
raising for the Dudley Observatory—Statement of Salmon P. Chase
regarding Henry’s deposition in telegraph case—Report to secretary of
war on production of nitre—Lobbying activities with Bache—Summary
of progress in meteorology—Appeal to secretary of navy to fund reports
from North Pacific and Paraguay expeditions—Candid remarks on
Blodget—Questions relating to the completion of the Wilkes Expedition
reports.

January–March 1857
Lewis Henry Morgan praises the Smithsonian annual report: “You can
make it of great use to the country, and by means of it introduce the
Institution to the popular favor” (Doc. 249)—To William Ferrel praising
his work on winds and currents and criticizing Maury’s Physical Geography
of the Sea—Statement on counterfeit coinage—Appeal from claimant to
perpetual motion.

April–June 1857
Announcement of transfer of Wilkes Expedition collections from Patent
Office to the Smithsonian—Career advice for astronomer Simon
Newcomb—Daniel Huntington’s American Men of Science—Authoriza-
tion by secretary of the interior to transfer government collections in the
Patent Office to the Smithsonian.

July–September 1857
Secretary of the treasury questions authority to disburse appropriated
funds to secretary of the Smithsonian—AAAS meeting in Montreal, visit
to Detroit.

October–December 1857
Comments on the Depression of 1857: “I fear the worst has not yet
come” (Doc. 271)—On the temperature of Niagara Falls—On laying
the transatlantic cable—Remarks on appropriations for government
collections—On the role of hypotheses and theories—Remarks on
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the alchemists—Ammunition for defense against “malicious attack”
of Morse (Doc. 281)—Benjamin Apthorp Gould’s appeal to Dudley
Observatory Scientific Council for authority to dismiss C. H. F. Peters.

Appendix: Chronology of the Jewett Controversy
Text Notes
Index
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